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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD 

1 . REQUEST YOU DELIVER FOLLOWING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD OF GUATEMALA AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

2. QUOTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR HAVING AMBASSADOR MALDONADO INFORM 
ME OF YOUR KIND INVITATION TO GOVERNOR GEORGE C. WALLACE 
OF ALABAMA TO VISIT YOUR COUNTRY. 

A LARGER NUMBER OF CONCERNED PRIVATE CITIZENS HAVE WORKED 
TO BUILD CLOSER TIES OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES. ONE OF THE BEST EXAMPLES OF THIS EFFORT 
IS THE "SISTER STATE" CONCEPT, UNDER WHICH GUATEMALA AND 
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA HAVE MAINTAINED CLOSE AND WARM 
COOPERATION FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. I SUPPORTED THIS EFFORT 
WHEN I WAS GOVERNOR, AND I CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

I WOULD LIKE TO ADD, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT COOPERATIVE EFFORTS 
ARE NEVER MORE NECESSARY THAN DURING DISASTER SITUATIONS 
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SUCH AS THE ONE GUATEMALA FACED IN FEBRUARY 1976. THE 
EFFORTS OF YOUR BRAVE PEOPLE WERE A LESSON TO US ALL. THE 
BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP AND CONCERN, BOTH AT THE PRIVATE AND 
THE GOVERNMENTAL LEVEL, WERE STRENGTHENED BY THE HUMANI- 
TARIAN RESPONSES HERE IN THE UNITED STATES AND ELSEWHERE. 

I WISH GOVERNOR WALLACE A GOOD JOURNEY, AND I WANT YOU 
TO KNOW THAT HE GOES WITH MY BEST WISHES. 

SINCERELY, 

(SIGNED) 

JIMMY CARTER END QUOTE 

3. SIGNED ORIGINAL WILL BE POUCHED TO POST. 

4. WHITE HOUSE HAS NO PLANS TO RELEASE TEXT OF LETTER 
BUT HAS NO OBJECTION SHOULD GOG WISH TO DO SO. 

VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE058195 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: CBJACOBINLMCH (TEXT RECD FROM WHITE HOUSE) 

Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D770089-0588 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770354/aaaabvko.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9fe480b7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3092697 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO PRESIDENT LAUGERUD 
TAGS: PPDC, GT, US, (CARTERM JIMMY), (LAUGERUD) 

To: GUATEMALA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9fe480b7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



